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Shakir Smith Raja Moreno-Ross

Ex-Pima athletes sign with universities
By DIEGO LOZANO III

Pima Community College’s fall 
sports teams have kicked off their 
�V�H�D�V�R�Q�V���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �P�H�D�Q�V�� �Q�H�Z�� �V�W�X��
�G�H�Q�W���D�W�K�O�H�W�H�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�U�U�L�Y�H�G�� �W�R�� �¿���O�O��
the void of past student alumni.

A number of former Aztecs will 
�H�T�X�D�O�O�\�� �¿���O�O���W�K�H���Y�R�L�G���I�R�U���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L��
ties at the next level.

Here’s a look at some key sign-
ings that took place over the sum-
mer.

Softball

Former Aztec slugger Alexis 
Dotson will stay local but receive 
an opportunity to shine under the 
bright lights of Hillenbrand Sta-
dium as an Arizona Wildcat.

Dotson was selected as an 
NJCAA First-Team All-American 
during Pima’s 2014 campaign. 

�6�W�D�F�H�\���5�D�P�L�U�H�]�����D���I�R�U�P�H�U���3�L�P�D��
�V�K�R�U�W�V�W�R�S���� �Z�L�O�O�� �K�H�D�G�� �W�R�� �&�D�Q�\�R�Q����

�7�H�[�D�V�����W�R���S�O�D�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���7�H�[�D�V��
A&M Buffaloes.

Baseball

Former baseball players Cole 
Plouck and Kellen Marruffo will 
not only continue their careers as 

student-athletes but potentially as 
professionals.

Plouck was selected by the 
Washington Nationals in the 16th 
round of the 2014 Major League 
Baseball draft. He signed a letter 
of intent to play at Florida Inter-
national University.

Marruffo was also named First-
Team All-ACCAC. He will suit 
up for the University of Utah.

Basketball

Women’s basketball made a 
strong run during last season’s 

�$�&�&�$�&�� �S�O�D�\�R�I�I�V���� �E�X�W�� �P�D�Q�\�� �R�I��
the team’s main contributors will 
not be on the Aztec bench in 2014.

Alicia Jones has relocated to 
Tallahassee to play for Florida 
A&M University.

�$�W�� �3�L�P�D���� �-�R�Q�H�V�� �D�Y�H�U�D�J�H�G�� ������
points.

Her former teammate Raja 
Moreno-Ross will be across the 
globe at the University of Hawaii 
in Hilo.

Moreno-Ross was named a 
NJCAA First-Team All-American 
last season.

�2�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�H�Q�¶�V�� �V�L�G�H���� �6�K�D�N�L�U��
Smith led the NJCAA Division 
II in scoring with more than 29 
points per game. Against Phoenix 
�&�R�O�O�H�J�H���� �W�K�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�� �'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �,�,��
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�����6�P�L�W�K���U�D�F�N�H�G��
up 54 points in Pima’s thrilling 
overtime 108-104 loss.

Smith should prep for a cold 
winter at Adams State University 
�L�Q���$�O�D�P�R�V�D�����&�R�O�R��

Cross-country
opens season
at Sept. 6 meet

The men’s and women’s cross-
country teams will open their 
season Sept. 6 in Flagstaff at the 
George Kyte Invitational.

The runners will then travel 
to California for the Sept. 
13 University of California-
Riverside Invite.

�/�D�V�W���V�H�D�V�R�Q�����W�K�H���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���W�H�D�P��
�¿���Q�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q���H�L�J�K�W�K���S�O�D�F�H���D�W���Q�D�W�L�R�Q��
�D�O�V���� �7�K�H�� �P�H�Q�¶�V�� �W�H�D�P�� �¿���Q�L�V�K�H�G�� �L�Q��
20th place nationally.

-By Jamie Maese

Soccer teams
seek volunteer
game announcer

Pima Community College’s 
athletic department  is looking for 
a volunteer to announce men’s 
and women’s home soccer games 
at Kino Stadium.

An energetic and enthusiastic 
speaker would be perfect 
�I�R�U�� �Z�H�O�F�R�P�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �F�U�R�Z�G����
announcing starting line-ups and 
raising excitement for players and 
fans alike.

�)�R�U���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����F�R�Q�W�D�F�W��
Raymond Suarez at rmsuarez1@
pima.edu or 206-3035.

-By Caleb Foster

Stay updated on 
breaking news!

Visit 
fb.com/aztecpress

and
check out

online extras at
aztecpressonline.com

���8�Œ�u���Ÿ�À���������Ÿ�}�v�l���‹�µ���o���K�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�µ�v�]�š�Ç���/�v�•�Ÿ�š�µ�Ÿ�}�v

Pima Community College 
is live on the social web.

www.facebook.com/pimacccd

@pimatweets

Follow us on

Twitter

Learn about
Events! Careers! Deadlines! Opportunities!

Alexis Dotson


