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TENNIS

By ZACH ARMENTA

�7�K�H�� ���������� �W�H�Q�Q�L�V�� �V�H�D�V�R�Q�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �P�H�Q�¶�V��
�D�Q�G�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V�� �W�H�D�P�� �R�I�� �3�L�P�D�� �&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��
�&�R�O�O�H�J�H���Z�D�V���V�S�H�F�W�D�F�X�O�D�U���D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���V�H�D�V�R�Q���L�V��
�V�K�D�S�L�Q�J���X�S���W�R���E�H���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���J�U�H�D�W���R�Q�H��

�7�K�H�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V�� �W�H�D�P���� �O�H�G�� �E�\�� �&�R�D�F�K��
�*�U�H�W�F�K�H�Q�� �6�F�K�D�Q�W�]���� �¿���Q�L�V�K�H�G�� �V�H�F�R�Q�G�� �D�W�� �W�K�H��
�1�-�&�$�$�� �5�H�J�L�R�Q�� ���� �&�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D��
���������� �V�H�D�V�R�Q���L�Q�� ������������ �,�Q�� �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���� �6�F�K�D�Q�W�]��
�Z�D�V�� �D�Z�D�U�G�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �:�L�O�V�R�Q���,�Q�W�H�U�F�R�O�O�H�J�L�D�W�H��
�7�H�Q�Q�L�V���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���-�8�&�2���:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���7�H�Q��
�Q�L�V���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�R�D�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���<�H�D�U���D�Z�D�U�G����

The team has practiced since August and 
has participated in fundraisers and jam-
borees to get in as much playing time as 
�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�����7�K�H���W�H�D�P���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���W�K�U�H�H���U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J��
�S�O�D�\�H�U�V���D�Q�G���¿���Y�H���Q�H�Z���S�O�D�\�H�U�V����

�5�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �S�O�D�\�H�U�� �$�P�\�� �%�H�H�V�W�R�Q�� �S�O�D�\�H�G��
�1�R���� ���� �V�L�Q�J�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G���1�R���� ���� �G�R�X�E�O�H�V�� �O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U��
�D�Q�G���W�R�R�N���¿���U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H���D�W���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�V���L�Q���E�R�W�K���V�L�Q��
�J�O�H�V���D�Q�G���G�R�X�E�O�H�V�����6�K�H���Z�L�O�O���O�L�N�H�O�\���S�O�D�\���1�R����
���� �V�L�Q�J�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �G�R�X�E�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �K�R�S�H�V�� �W�R�� �P�D�N�H��
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�V���L�Q���E�R�W�K��

�%�H�H�V�W�R�Q���F�U�H�G�L�W�V���6�F�K�D�Q�W�]�� �I�R�U���P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �K�H�U��
�D���E�H�W�W�H�U���S�O�D�\�H�U�����³�6�K�H�¶�V���L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�H���´���%�H�H�V�W�R�Q��
�V�D�L�G�����³�,�¶�Y�H���J�D�L�Q�H�G���F�R�Q�¿���G�H�Q�F�H�����V�K�H�¶�V���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W��
�D�Q�G���N�Q�R�Z�V���Z�K�D�W���V�K�H�¶�V���G�R�L�Q�J���´

�1�H�Z�F�R�P�H�U�� �&�D�V�V�L�G�\�� �0�F�Z�K�R�U�W�H�U�� �L�V�� �I�U�H�V�K��
out of high school, where she had a fourth-
�S�O�D�F�H���¿���Q�L�V�K���D�W���V�W�D�W�H���L�Q���V�L�Q�J�O�H�V�����6�K�H���V�D�L�G���V�K�H��
�H�[�S�H�F�W�V�� �W�R�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�� �³�J�R�R�G���� �I�X�Q�� �\�H�D�U�� �D�Q�G�� �W�R��
�S�O�D�\���Z�H�O�O���´��

�6�F�K�D�Q�W�]�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�V�� �3�L�P�D�� �W�R�� �F�R�P�S�H�W�H�� �W�K�L�V��
�V�H�D�V�R�Q�� �Z�L�W�K�� �(�D�V�W�H�U�Q�� �$�U�L�]�R�Q�D�� �&�R�O�O�H�J�H�� �I�R�U��
�W�K�H���W�R�S���V�S�R�W����

�³�(�Y�H�U�\�� �\�H�D�U�� �,�¶�P�� �O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �K�R�Z�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �D��

better coach and help student athletes,” she 
�V�D�L�G�����³�,���H�Q�M�R�\���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���N�L�G�V���´

�7�K�H���P�H�Q�¶�V���W�H�Q�Q�L�V���W�H�D�P���L�V���D�O�V�R���F�R�P�L�Q�J���R�I�I��
a great 2013 season but their season was 
�P�R�U�H�� �K�H�F�W�L�F���� �/�D�F�N�L�Q�J�� �D�� �K�H�D�G�� �F�R�D�F�K�� �D�W�� �W�K�H��
start, players continued to practice and play 
�P�D�W�F�K�H�V���D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���J�U�D�G�H�V���X�S����

�+�H�D�G�� �F�R�D�F�K�� �%�U�L�D�Q�� �5�D�P�L�U�H�]�� �Z�L�O�O�� �F�R�D�F�K��

�K�L�V�� �¿���U�V�W�� �I�X�O�O�� �V�H�D�V�R�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �\�H�D�U���� �+�H�� �V�W�H�S�S�H�G��
�X�S�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�D�F�K�� �O�D�V�W�� �0�D�U�F�K�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�D�V�� �Y�H�U�\��
impressed with the team, which missed out 
�R�Q���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�V���E�\���M�X�V�W���W�K�U�H�H���S�R�L�Q�W�V����

The squad is facing some roster uncer-
�W�D�L�Q�W�L�H�V�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���M�X�V�W���W�Z�R���U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���S�O�D�\��
�H�U�V�����R�Q�H���Z�L�W�K���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H��

Of four new players, two are waiting to 

�K�H�D�U���L�I���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���S�O�D�\��
�7�R�S�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�U�� �L�V�� �%�U�L�D�Q�� �6�R�W�R���� �Z�K�R�� �S�O�D�\�H�G��

�1�R���� ���� �V�L�Q�J�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �1�R���� ���� �G�R�X�E�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�D�V��
�D�Z�D�U�G�H�G���V�H�F�R�Q�G���D�O�O���F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���O�D�V�W���V�H�D�V�R�Q����
�+�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���W�R���S�O�D�\���1�R���������R�U�������V�L�Q��
�J�O�H�V���D�Q�G���1�R���������G�R�X�E�O�H�V��

�³�,�W�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �P�R�U�H�� �R�I�� �D�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�� �J�R�L�Q�J��
from the bottom of the ladder to the top, 
�D�Q�G���\�R�X���Q�H�Y�H�U���N�Q�R�Z���Z�K�R���L�V���U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P��
�W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���´���K�H���V�D�L�G��

�7�R�S�� �Q�H�Z�F�R�P�H�U�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �5�L�F�K�L�H�� �)�R�L�W�L�N����
who was offered a spot on the team com-
�L�Q�J���R�X�W���R�I���K�L�J�K���V�F�K�R�R�O��

�)�R�L�W�L�N�� �Z�D�V�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �U�D�Q�N�H�G�� �1�R���� ���� �L�Q��
�W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�Z�H�V�W���U�H�J�L�R�Q���L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V��
�7�H�Q�Q�L�V���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���8�����¶�V���D�Q�G���8�����¶�V��
�L�Q�� �V�L�Q�J�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �G�R�X�E�O�H�V���� �D�Q�G�� �D�O�V�R�� �F�U�D�F�N�H�G��
�W�K�H�� �W�R�S�� ������ �L�Q�� �8�����¶�V�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�D�V�� �W�R�S�� �������� �Q�D��
�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\����

�+�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �O�R�R�N�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �S�O�D�\�� �1�R���� ������ �R�U�� ����
�V�L�Q�J�O�H�V���D�Q�G���1�R���������G�R�X�E�O�H�V��

�7�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���K�H���D�Q�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�V���W�D�N�L�Q�J���K�L�V���J�D�P�H��
�W�R���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���O�H�Y�H�O�����³�,���K�R�S�H���W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���E�H��
�P�R�U�H���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H���´���K�H���V�D�L�G��

�5�D�P�L�U�H�]���S�X�W�V���D���E�L�J���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���R�Q���W�K�H���V�W�X��
�G�H�Q�W�� �D�V�S�H�F�W�� �D�Q�G�� �P�D�N�H�V�� �K�L�V�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
�F�O�H�D�U��

�³�,�Q���F�O�D�V�V�����W�D�N�L�Q�J���F�D�U�H���R�I���J�U�D�G�H�V�����R�Q���W�L�P�H����
They made a commitment to the team, act 
appropriately, and help the players mature 
�L�I���Q�H�H�G�H�G���´���K�H���V�D�L�G��

Teams serving up big expectations

Brian Soto, left, bends low to return a shot as partner Richie Foitik looks on during practice.

TENNIS

ON DECK
Feb. 8: Women’s tennis, Imperial Valley, 
11 a.m., West Campus

Zach Armenta/Aztec Press
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