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Freshman adjusts to college ball

Freshman Alicia Jones runs through practice moves at the West Campus gymnasium.

Shaq Davis/Aztec Press

By SHAQ DAVIS

Basketball player Alicia Jones hit the 
ground running at age 7 and hasn’t looked 
back. She’s now ready to leave a mark in 
�K�H�U�� �¿���U�V�W�� �V�H�D�V�R�Q�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �3�L�P�D�� �&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��
College women’s basketball team.

Jones graduated in 2012 from Tucson’s 
Palo Verde High School, where she aver-
aged almost 19 points and seven rebounds 
per game. She was named the 2012 South-
ern Arizona Player of the Year.

�6�K�H���¿���U�V�W���V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���S�O�D�\���F�R�O�O�H�J�H���E�D�O�O���Z�L�W�K��
a southeastern Division II school, but didn’t 
enjoy it.

Feeling homesick, she returned to Tuc-
son and talked to PCC head coach Todd 
Holthaus. He offered her a spot on the team, 
�D�Q�G���V�K�H���R�I�¿���F�L�D�O�O�\���V�L�J�Q�H�G���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O��������

Jones described the transition from being 
player of the year to playing with new team-
mates and adapting to college games.

�³�,�W�¶�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���´�� �V�K�H�� �V�D�L�G���� �³�,�Q�� �K�L�J�K��
school you’re the star, then starting from 
scratch in college.”

Last year, Jones redshirted. She practiced 
with the team but could not play in games. 
Sitting on the sidelines was tough, she said, 
but she learned the expectations of being a 
college athlete.

The women’s team opened the season 
Nov. 1 against Midland College, losing 83-
75. Jones was the leading scorer with 14 
points.

�³�,�� �I�H�O�W�� �O�L�N�H�� �Z�H�� �S�O�D�\�H�G�� �S�U�H�W�W�\�� �J�R�R�G�� �D�V�� �D��
�W�H�D�P���´���V�K�H���V�D�L�G�����³�$�O�V�R�����Z�H���Z�H�U�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���V�H�H��
things to improve on.”

�+�H�U���¿���U�V�W���F�R�O�O�H�J�H���J�D�P�H���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���M�L�W�W�H�U�V�����H�V��
pecially after sitting out a year. Despite be-
ing the leading scorer, Jones rated her per-
formance as merely OK.

�³�,���P�L�V�V�H�G���D���O�R�W���R�I���V�K�R�W�V���,���Q�R�U�P�D�O�O�\���P�D�N�H���´��
she said.

Holthaus said he expects to see Jones get 
more comfortable as the season progresses.

�³�:�H���D�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���R�Q���K�H�U���E�H�L�Q�J���P�R�U�H��
vocal,” he said.

Jones would rather lead by example, say-
ing that laying it all on the court shows oth-
ers she means business.

Most of Jones’ teammates are from Tuc-
son and already knew each other, which 
helped them come together as a team.

�³�,���O�R�Y�H���K�R�Z���K�D�U�G���W�K�H���W�H�D�P���Z�R�U�N�V���L�Q���F�O�D�V�V����
�R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�U�W���´�� �-�R�Q�H�V�� �V�D�L�G���� �³�(�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�¶�V�� �W�R��
gether on the same page.”

The coaching staff is as focused as the 
players, she added.

�³�:�H���K�D�Y�H���D���J�U�H�D�W���F�R�D�F�K�L�Q�J���V�W�D�I�I���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���´��
�-�R�Q�H�V���V�D�L�G�����³�7�K�H�\���D�O�O���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W��
of the team.”

As the women’s basketball team presses 
forward, players carry a championship or 
bust mentality. Jones believes the team has 
the work ethic and talent to make a deep run 
into the postseason.
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“I love how hard the team 
works in class, on the court. 

Everyone’s together
on the same page.”

Alicia Jones, basketball forward
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