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Freshman adjusts to college ball

By SHAQ DAVIS “I love how hard the team

Basketball player Alicia Jones hit the works in class, on the court.
ground running at age 7 and hasn’t looked Everyone’s together
back. She’s now ready to leave a mark in on the same page.”
KHU ¢ UVW VHDVRQ ZLWK WKH 3LPD &RPPXQLW\
College women'’s basketball team. Alicia Jones, basketball forward
Jones graduated in 2012 from Tucson’s
Palo Verde High School, where she aver- +HU ¢ UVW FROOHJH JDRH EU
aged almost 19 points and seven reboungscially after sitting out a year. Despite bg-
per game. She was named the 2012 Southg the leading scorer, Jones rated her per-
ern Arizona Player of the Year. formance as merely OK.
6KH ¢ UVW VLIQHG WR SOD\PHROEBBJIJB ERWRIZVWRWYV ,
a southeastern Division Il school, but didn'she said.
enjoy it. Holthaus said he expects to see Jones|get
Feeling homesick, she returned to Tucmore comfortable as the season progresges.
son and talked to PCC head coach Todd 3:H DUH VWLOO ZRUNLQP RQ
Holthaus. He offered her a spot on the teamapcal,” he said.
DQG VKH Rl¢ FLDOO\ VLJQHIBnE @otls tdthe lead by example, sdy-
Jones described the transition from beinipg that laying it all on the court shows oth-
player of the year to playing with new teamers she means business.
mates and adapting to college games. Most of Jones’ teammates are from Tuf-
3, WYV EHHQ GLIITHUHQW Sonvahtl aveadyGnew, €acK bth&r, whigh
school you're the star, then starting fronhelped them come together as a team.
scratch in college.” 3, ORYH KRZ KDUG WKH WHDF
Last year, Jones redshirted. She practicdd Q WKH FRXUW ~ -RQHV WWDLG
with the team but could not play in gamesgether on the same page.”
Sitting on the sidelines was tough, she said, The coaching staff is as focused as the
but she learned the expectations of beingpdayers, she added.
college athlete. 3:H KDYH D JUHDW FRDFKLQJ
The women’s team opened the seasonRQHV VDLG 37KH\ DOO KDYH
Nov. 1 against Midland College, losing 83-of the team.”
75. Jones was the leading scorer with 14 As the women’s basketball team presses

points. forward, players carry a championship ;I)r
3, IHOW OLNH ZH SO D\H ustShg¢hrtatyvVlongRbelzvds the Deam has
Shaq Davis/AztecPress WHDP ~ VKH VDLG 3$0VR theMoikdthidand alerttownake\aldesp run
Freshman Alicia Jones runs through practice moves at the West Campus gymnasium. things to improve on.” into the postseason.
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