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Pro soccer teams training in Tucson
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By ROBERTO AVENDANO but won't compete in the Desert
Diamond Cup.

The excitement of Major The tournament will feature
League Soccer is coming to Tuc-doubleheader matches on Fek
son for the 2012 Desert Diamond22, 25 and 29. The third-place
Cup, which will be held at Kino and championship games will
Veterans Memorial Stadium be-take place on March 3.
tween Feb. 22 and March 3. Some major stars will not be

After years of hosting Major at the preseason tournament be
League Baseball preseasons, Tu@ause they are on loan to Englist
son will now host professional teams during the MLS break. The
soccer teams. missing stars will include the

B3LPD &RXQW\ RI¢ 6aaxpsVLiakddny Bonovan and
transformed Kino Stadium to ad-Robbie Keane and the Red Bulls
just to the needs of soccer, levelThierry Henry.
ing terrain and placing extragrass *DOD[\ PLG¢{¢HOGHU
where needed. County Admin-ham might be in Tucson becaust
istrator Chuck Huckelberry in- his negotiations broke down with
cluded the improvement of soccethe French club Paris Saint-Ger
facilities in his recent economic main.
development plan. The Red Bulls’ Rafael Mar

Teams patrticipating in the pre-quez, who is currently training
paratory tournament are Real Salvith FC Barcelona’s youth team,
Lake, the New England Revolu-could also return to play pre-
tion, the New York Red Bulls and season games in Tucson.
the current MLS champion, the Tournament tickets range in
Los Angeles Galaxy. price from $20 to $75. The price

Sporting Kansas City and thecovers both games played during
San Jose Earthquakes are also dthat day. For additional informa-
ing preseason training in town,tion, visit fctucson.com.
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Teams in the Diamond Cup that have won the MLS Cup: LA Gal-
axy and Real Salt Lake.
Games that will be played in the Desert Diamond Cup.
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