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By Isabel Cardenas

A fully staged and costumed 
presentation of the opera “Hansel 
and Gretel” directed by Dean and 
Anna Schoff will run Nov. 21-22 
in Pima Community College’s 
Center for the Arts Proscenium 
Theatre.

The performances, with pia-
no accompaniment, will include 
arias and ensembles from “Han-
sel and Gretel,” along with the 
characters’ dialogue.

The second part of the pro-
gram will include scenes from 
popular music theater.

The performance is a culmi-
nation of concentrated classroom 
study of operas, musicals, voice, 
acting and stagecraft. 

Show times are Friday at 7 
p.m. and Saturday at 2 p.m. and 

7 p.m. Tickets cost $6, with dis-
counts available. 

Dean Schoff, a PCC faculty 
member for seven years, said the 
opera presentations started with a 
workshop that expanded to a class 
and then to a few performances 
during the semester before evolv-
ing into a full-fledged opera. 

“Usually, whole operas aren’t 
done in colleges, especially com-
munity colleges,” Schoff said.  

The plot for “Hansel and Gre-
tel” is a familiar Grimm fairytale 
usually told around the holiday 
season. Englebert  Humperdinck 
composed the opera after his sis-
ter, Adelheid Wette, wrote a li-
bretto. The opera premiered Dec. 
23, 1834, in Weimar, Germany.

The opera features a broom-
maker and his wife, their children 
(who get lost in the forest), the 

sandman, angels (who watch over 
the children as they sleep), the 
dew fairy and the horrible witch 
(who lives in a candy-trimmed 
gingerbread house deep in the for-
est). The children are captured by 
the witch, but are clever enough 
to escape.

Key roles include Jordan Wil-
son as Hansel, Zafiro Dell-Acqua 
as Gretel and Dea Young-Smith 
as the witch. Lucian Dell-Acqua 
plays the father and Amie Boerup 
portrays the mother.   

“It’s a classic opera, but it’s 
not an opera in terms of what 
people think of -- horses and el-
ephants and fat people singing 
high notes,” Schoff said. “No, 
it’s about children, mom and dad, 
and a witch who lives in the for-
est, and it’s a wonderful story for 
everyone.”

By Olga Manda

Poetry enthusiasts will have 
an opportunity to sharpen their 
skills at a weekend writing work-
shop Nov. 21-23 at Pima Com-
munity College West Campus.

Renowned San Diego poet 
Steve Kowit will focus on tech-
niques and strategies used in con-

temporary poetic composition. 
Workshop participants will also 
explore ways to create powerful 
images and stories.

“This poet has a way of giving 
people good exercises and works 
with them on the spot to revise 
their work,” said Meg Files, chair 
of the English and Journalism 
department at West Campus and 

workshop coordinator.
Files said the workshop is 

designed for people who have 
an urge to express themselves 
through writing and are looking 
for enrichment.

“It’s a very intense work-
shop,” Files said.

“People will go away ex-
hausted but stimulated and ener-

gized. It inspires them to continue 
writing.”

Kowit has taught the work-
shop at PCC every fall for at least 
five years and has been conduct-
ing poetry writing workshops for 
many years.

He won the 2006 Tampa Re-
view Prize for his most recent 
collection, “The First Noble 

Truth.” He also authored the po-
etry writing guidebook, “In the 
Palm of Your Hand” and received 
the San Diego Ted Geisel Award 
for his 2006 collection “The Gods 
of Rapture.”

For more information about 
the workshop, contact Files at 
206-6084 or e-mail mfiles@pima.
edu.

PCC to stage ‘Hansel and Gretel’ opera

Poetry writing workshop slated Nov. 21-23

FYI
What: “Hansel and Gretel” opera

When: Nov. 21-22, Fri - 7 p.m., Sat - 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Where: Proscenium Theatre, Center for the Arts, West Campus

Tickets: $6, with discounts available 
Box Office: 206-6986, www.pima.edu/cfa
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