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Doctor runs business on passion and common sense

Veterinarian treats animals as family members, not pets

Story and photos Her mood becomes happy andthe building takes on a more
by Matthew Henry her face has the glow of a child kinetic tone.
on her birthday. The tone of her  Her dogs and her clients are
Dr. Shananne Edwards leans voice sounds exuberant. family to Edwards and her staff.

over a sterile steel table, holding Once she completes Moki's  In the hospital, an animal’s
a scalpel and the freshly removedknee surgery, Edwards retreats happiness is discussed almost as
kneecap of Moki, a black pug.  to a break room for a drink of ~ much as its health.

Moki lies motionless on his  water and to prepare for her next Routine checkups are often
belly, mouth open and tongue  surgery. conducted on the ground so
hanging out. In any other doctor and patient can get
setting you would think [ to know each other face to
this animal is dead, but : snout. She knows animals
inside the Arizona Small PeOpIe think pet by their names and by their

Animal Hospital he is under ownership IS a right but personalities: a shy Great
constant care. Dane named Sabrina

“People think pet It's not, It's a p”V'Iege- or the gregarious mini-
ownership is a right but it’s -Dr. Shananne Edwards ./ Dachshund, Ginger.
not,” Edwards says. “It's a | During
privilege.” examinations she speaks

Edwards sets down the scalpel Edwards’ small practice is oneto her patients as if they were
and picks up a motorized tool.  of many clinics inside the city.  human, asking them how they
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OLHYI YHIL KPHYKZ \2L2 W OHUK2 VU w RS OORGRARS Rty Y ygpiypent and wih other - shot Sometimes she ives the
VHV[H [[oF> ] U([YZP VU H [ O)T&m W(MU@FL)L TH E\S\I(:”\lIJLP\S 'EAVVVYS 7 ﬁ%g%zeuﬁéﬁ Hrﬂﬁ& ol . 'lam the center of lots of
JVSSLI[ PU [OL 'i'P KKSL VM [OL VWLYH[PUN [Fpr{%jl S, it's Aetic HEb& ercarebf as a veterinarian is people’s families because the

[ breed,” Edwards says more than a job. It's a passion animals are more like people to
FRQ¢; GHQWO\ DV VKshehads with\heWaKtHe time, them,” Edwards says.
bone into the newly created joint.whether she is at work or away.  She takes this role in people’s

After testing the motion of A pack of Australian shepherdslives seriously, giving advice
Moki's knee, Edwards places  follow closely behind her and to new pet owners, sharing
the bone into position and push ahead of each other for the new remedies she has recently

begins sewing up the layers of closest position to their pack discovered with older pet owners
connective tissue and muscle  leader. In total she has more and working out payment plans
that she cut apart only minutes than a dozen dogs and cats at hefor others.

earlier. home. On most days, agroupof (GZDUGYV ¢ JKWV D QH’
Edwards’ face relaxes from ¢ YH RU VL[ DUH D O Ot tbGeafy BnifadtsFhEalthy.

intense concentration on her with the doctor to her work. It's a battle that is never really

work. A smile appears as she Her clinic in the city of lost or won.

H[SODLQV WKH EHQ KBeuiWwlcBoh M/lgchted among  Even as she celebrates

surgery for Moki. Only days colorfully crammed shops. her victory of Moki the

after this operation, the pug will  It's possible to walk past the  pug’s successful surgery, a

walk more easily than he ever  weather-aged red brick building malnourished pit bull from the
has before. and not naotice it. But once inside neighborhood awaits a checkup.




