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By Matilde Cantero

Temperatures pushing 108 de-
grees are not the only thing Tuc-
son has to offer.

Whether you’ve recently 
moved to Tucson or have lived 
here all your life, make it a point 
to step outside the usual this year. 
It will surely broaden your col-

lege experience. Chances are, you 
will meet new people and enjoy 
the city just a little more.

 Start by visiting Fourth Av-
enue and University Boulevard, 
within close proximity to the 
University of Arizona. There are 
plenty of restaurants to choose 
from and diverse shops to look 
into.

Select Frog & Firkin for burg-
ers, sandwiches, salads and piz-
zas. Also try stepping into Cre-
ative Ventures, a shop that sells 
Tucson memorabilia and items 
made from recycled objects.

Although this might be a typi-
cal suggestion, you can make a 
routine of it by dining and shop-
ping every Saturday. 

Tucson is home to some well-
known tourist destinations. If you 
are interested in 18th century ar-
chitecture, visit San Xavier del 
Bac mission, also known as the 
“Dove of the Desert.” The mis-
sion is located on the Tohono 
O’odham reservation and is open 
every day from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Admission is free.

The Arizona-Sonora Desert 
Museum can be a blast if you’ve 
never seen Tucson wildlife. The 
museum even has javalinas, 
which my Minnesotan neighbors 
hunted for weeks before they 
realized they could see one in a 
showcase.

The Pima Air and Space Mu-
seum and Old Tucson Studios 
also offer good entertainment.

Pima Air and Space Museum, 
one of the largest air and space 
museums in the world, houses 
more than 275 new and historical 
airplanes and spacecrafts.

Old Tucson Studios provides a 
western environment “where leg-
ends come alive!” You have the 
option of dressing up and joining 
the fun. Activities include watch-
ing shows and gunfi ghts, dining, 
shopping and playing games. 

 Another option is visiting 
Reid Park Zoo. It’s small, but you 
can spend half a day just wander-
ing around. Take pictures and en-
joy the company of the animals 
surrounding you. Most will put 
on a show when they know they 
have an audience.

 On a recent weekend, mon-

keys sang to the crowd and swung 
from rope to rope. There are also 
polar bears who mind their own 
business, but their business usu-
ally involves entertaining them-
selves by using rubber balls as 
fl oating devices. The zoo is per-
fect for dates, and only costs $6.

Next, embrace the desert! Go 
hiking! Catalina State Park and 
Sabino Canyon are both great 
places to explore and have differ-
ent trails to choose from. If you 
hike far enough, you’ll sometimes 
fi nd patches of water to splash 
around in. The upper reaches of 
Sabino Canyon have pools, and 
you can jump into the water from 
rocks. 

Mount Lemmon is another 
good place to visit. The tempera-
ture change is pleasing and it is 
nice to get away from the city. 
The high elevation is also cool 
for camping if sleeping in tents is 
your thrill in life. 

Tucson also hosts special 
events that are in town for short 
periods of time once or twice a 
year.

The Fourth Avenue Street 
Fair, held twice a year, will make 
its next appearance Dec. 12-14. 
The fair stretches along Fourth 
Avenue between Ninth Street and 
University Boulevard. It is the 
largest street fair in Tucson and 
there is no admission fee. During 
this time, Fourth Avenue will be 
fi lled with street musicians, jug-
glers, street performers and more 
than 400 arts and crafts booths. 

A two-week show called the 
Tucson Gem and Mineral Show 
will begin Jan. 31. During the 
show, people from all over the 
world come to Tucson to buy and 
sell items made from gems and 
minerals. Some places sell real 
fossils, and you can view 10-foot 
rocks costing $15,000. The show 
is held at different sites in the 
downtown area. Two weeks isn’t 
enough to see everything, but it is 
defi nitely worth the attempt.

The Tucson Rodeo, “La Fi-
esta de los Vaqueros,” is one of 
the top 25 rodeo events in North 
America. More than 200,000 
people will view the western-
inspired Rodeo Parade on a route 
from Park Avenue to South Sixth 
Avenue. Rodeo events run Feb. 
21 through March 1.

NURSING SCHOLARSHIPS 
AVAILABLE FOR
PCC STUDENTS!
Becoming a nurse is a noble profession, so is being an Army
Officer.  Why not do both?  The leadership skills that you will learn
in the Army ROTC program can jump start your career!  ROTC is
one of the most exciting courses you will ever take, and the best
leadership course in America.  For more information on how to
enroll in Army ROTC and for scholarship possibilities call the PCC
ROTC at 520-206-3322 or UA ROTC at 520-621-1609 or
http://fp.arizona.edu/armyrotc.

NURSING SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
TO QUALIFIED PCC STUDENTS!

ARMY ROTC.  START STRONG.
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Destinations
Get outside for fun Tucson activities

FYI
Visit these Web sites for more information:
Fourth Avenue dining and shopping: 
www.fourthavenue.org
University Boulevard: 
www.maingatesquare.com/calendar.asp
San Xavier del Bac Mission: 
www.sanxaviermission.org/General.html
Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum: 
www.desertmuseum.org
Pima Air and Space Museum: 
www.pimaair.org
Old Tucson Studios: 
www.oldtucson.com
Reid Park Zoo: 
www.tucsonzoo.org
Fourth Avenue Street Fair: 
www.tucson4th.com/tucsonStreetFair.html
Gem and Mineral Show: 
www.tucsongemshowguide.com
La Fiesta de Los Vaqueros: 
www.tucsonrodeoparade.org
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The Catalina Highway winds below Windy Point overlook.
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View a rhino at Reid Park Zoo.

Sabino Canyon offers a variety of hiking trails.


