










AZTEC PRESS���� �:�L�W�[�����������[�V���:�L�W�[�������������-�H�S�S��������� Destinations

�$�'����
�0�F�'�R�Q�D�O�G�¶�V�����������S�D�J�H���F�R�O�R�U

Skate Park not your grandparents’ stroll
By Joseph Tellez

Looking for a great way to stay 
active this semester for no admis-
sion cost? Look no further than 
�7�X�F�V�R�Q�¶�V�� �6�D�Q�W�D�� �5�L�W�D�� �6�N�D�W�H�� �3�D�U�N����
recently constructed on the corner 
�R�I�������Q�G���6�W�U�H�H�W���D�Q�G���7�K�L�U�G���$�Y�H�Q�X�H��

�6�N�D�W�H�E�R�D�U�G�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�P�R�W�H�V�� �¿���W��
�Q�H�V�V���� �E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �V�W�D�P�L�Q�D���� �7�K�H��
sport has become increasingly 
popular in Arizona for youth and 
adults, with new parks being con-
�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H��

In Tucson, many people are 
excited to have a place to safely 
skate be-
cause po-
lice enforce 
“no skat-
ing” signs 
throughout 
�W�K�H���F�L�W�\��

U n i v e r -
�V�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �$�U�L�]�R�Q�D�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�� �0�L�F�K�D�H�O��
�0�D�U�D�V�F�L�R���V�D�L�G���K�H���H�Q�M�R�\�V���W�K�H���V�N�D�W�H��
park because he will not get in 
�W�U�R�X�E�O�H��

“At least here at the park it’s le-
gal and the police won’t take your 
�E�R�D�U�G���D�Z�D�\���´���K�H���V�D�L�G��

The 12,000-square-foot skate 
�S�D�U�N�� �L�V�� �R�S�H�Q�� �G�D�L�O�\�� �I�U�R�P�� ���� �D���P����
�X�Q�W�L�O�� ������������ �S���P���� �D�Q�G�� �L�V�� �O�R�F�D�W�H�G��
�M�X�V�W�� �P�L�Q�X�W�H�V�� �D�Z�D�\�� �I�U�R�P�� �8�$�� �D�Q�G��
�G�R�Z�Q�W�R�Z�Q���7�X�F�V�R�Q��

�6�D�Q�W�D�� �5�L�W�D�� �3�D�U�N�� �D�O�O�R�Z�V�� �V�N�D�W�H��
boards, in-line skates and roller 
�V�N�D�W�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�P�L�V�H�V�������3�D�G�V���D�Q�G��
helmets are recommended but not 
�P�D�Q�G�D�W�R�U�\��

�3�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���D�O�O���D�J�H�V���Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���S�D�U�N��
to navigate its three bowls, or 

�H�P�S�W�\���S�R�R�O�V����
The bowls 
are lined 
with piping 
used for lip 
tricks and 
�J �U �L �Q �G �L �Q �J ����

Visitors can also work on perfect-
�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���À���D�W���O�D�Q�G���W�U�L�F�N�V��

�7�K�H���S�D�U�N�¶�V���¿���U�V�W���E�R�Z�O���L�V���N�L�G�Q�H�\��
shaped, measuring 4 feet deep in 
the shallow end, with a transition 
�L�Q�W�R�� ���� �I�H�H�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�H�S�� �H�Q�G���� �7�K�L�V��
bowl is ideal for both beginners 
�D�Q�G���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�G���V�N�D�W�H�U�V��

The second of the three is 
called a snake run, with an aver-
�D�J�H�� �G�H�S�W�K�� �R�I�� ���� �I�H�H�W���� �7�K�L�V�� �S�R�R�O�� �L�V��
great for intermediate skaters to 

practice lip tricks 
�D�Q�G�� �V�W�D�O�O�V���� �,�W�V�� �µ�6�¶��
shape provides 
�X�Q�L�T�X�H���Q�D�Y�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q��

The monster 
of the park is the 
clamshell bowl, 
with a massive 11-
�I�R�R�W�� �G�H�S�W�K���� �7�K�L�V��
bowl is not for be-
�J�L�Q�Q�H�U�V���� �&�O�L�P�E�L�Q�J��

out of the pool would be nearly 
impossible without the ramp that 
�O�H�D�G�V���L�Q�W�R���L�W��

Although many skaters are sat-
�L�V�¿���H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�Z�� �S�D�U�N���� �%�0�;��
�U�L�G�H�U�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W���V�R���H�Q�W�K�X�V�H�G��

The park does not allow bikes 
or scooters to use the facilities, 
�D�Q�G���������\�H�D�U���R�O�G���0�L�W�F�K���-�H�Q�V�N�L���V�D�L�G��
he and his friends are very disap-
�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���U�X�O�H�V��

“Everyone was talking about 
giving kids something to do, but 
what about kids who bike instead 
�R�I���V�N�D�W�H�"�´���K�H���V�D�L�G��

Bikes and scooters aside, sports 
and activities outside of school 
have been shown to keep kids 
from getting into crime, gangs 
�D�Q�G���G�U�X�J�V��

Special events such as com-
petitive or demonstrative events 
are welcome through contacting 
�W�K�H���7�X�F�V�R�Q���3�D�U�N�V���D�Q�G���5�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q��
�'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���D�W��������������������

FYI
What: �6�D�Q�W�D���5�L�W�D���6�N�D�W�H���3�D�U�N
Where: 22nd Street and Third Avenue
Hours: �����D���P�����W�R���������������S���P�����G�D�L�O�\
Cost: Free
Information: 837-8054
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lice enforce �$�W���O�H�D�V�W���K�H�U�H���L�Q���D�W���W�K�H���S�D�U�N��
�L�W�¶�V���O�H�J�D�O���D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�F�H��

�Z�R�Q�¶�W���W�D�N�H���\�R�X�U���E�R�D�U�G���D�Z�D�\����
-Michael Marascio-Michael Marascio


