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Tucson Botanic Gardens provide an oasis in midtown.

Wil

Construction on Mission San Xavier began in 1783.

Juliet Bresler, Aztec Press

Cynthia Lancaster, Aztec Press

Sabino Canyon offers a scenic trail to Seven Falls.

By Juliet Bresler

In today’s tough economic climate,
having a great time is very important but
often expensive. Luckily, Tucson is home
to fun places you can explore for less than
$10. Here is a short list of inexpensive ad-
ventures available.

Have fun for next to nothing

tion. The museum highlights the artifacts
and histories of the Mogollon, O’odham
and Hohokam cultures, and has one of the
country’s best Navajo textile collections.
Recent state funding cutbacks will force
the museum to cut hours and begin charg-
ing admission. For current information,
visit www.statemuseum.arizona.edu.

Tucson Museum of Art

If you’re in the mood for some art, head
downtown and visit the Tucson Museum of
Art and Historic Block. Although regular
admission is $8, the first Sunday of every
month is free. To see a list of current exhib-
its and get directions and hours, visit Www.
tucsonmuseumofart.org.

Center for Creative
Photography

For artistic adventurers, the Center for
Creative Photography on the University of
Arizona campus offers extensive archives
featuring photos from greats such as Ansel
Adams, Edward Weston and Lola Alvarez
Bravo. It also has as a library containing
more than 26,000 volumes on the history
of photography, rare books and the per-
sonal collections of Adams and W. Eugene
Smith. Best of all: admission is free. Check
the Web site for hours and directions: www.
creativephotography.org.

Tucson Botanic Gardens

Tucson Botanic Gardens, a five-acre
oasis of natural beauty located in the heart
of midtown, offers a great way to get fa-
miliar with native desert flora. There are 18
gardens with diverse themes, such as the
Herb Garden, Children’s Garden, Back-
yard Bird Garden and Xeriscape Garden.
Admission costs $7 for adults. Hours and
directions can be found at http://tucsonbo-
tanical.org.

Mission San Xavier

Mission San Xavier del Bac, located
nine miles south of Tucson on the Tohono
O’odham reservation, was built between
1783 and 1797. The “White Dove of the
Desert” is the finest example of mission-
style architecture in the United States. The
site is open daily, and admission is free.
Details: www.sanxaviermission.org.

Outdoor adventure

Mount Lemmon and Sabino Canyon
offer an outdoor adventurer’s paradise.
Both have a wide range of hiking trails for
beginners and experts alike.

One of Sabino Canyon’s best trails is
Seven Falls, a three-hour hike along Sabi-
no Creek that ends at the falls. Water levels

will be a trickle during the dry season, but
massive flat rocks provide a place to relax
before starting the return hike.

The Sabino Canyon entrance is located
at 5900 N. Sabino Canyon Road. There is a
$5 per-car access fee.

If you’re a serious road cyclist, Mount
Lemmon’s twisting 25-mile Catalina
Highway will take you on a strenuous
uphill excursion. Once you’ve made it to
the top, you can chill at the Mount Lem-
mon Cafe in Summerhaven and then it’s all
downhill from there.

Traveling the highway by car will cost
you a $5 vehicle fee if you stop at any pull-
offs. However a non-stop drive to Sum-
merhaven is free.

With all these great, cheap places to
visit in Tucson, there’s no excuse for not
getting out and having an adventure.

Arizona State Museum

The Arizona State Museum located on
the UA campus is also worth checking out.
It is the largest and oldest anthropology
museum in the southwest and features the
largest southwestern Indian pottery collec-

$425 Roommate Wanted (Speed-
way & Silverbell) to share rent.
Newer house in a nice
community located near
UofA and Pima West. Call
602-363-8865 or 602-432-9562.
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520-514-PURE

Full and part-time classes.
Enroll early and save $300.00!
Call for more information




